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Mendenhall, Mississippi

Honor Your Father And Your Mother, So That You May Live Long. FExod. 20:12
[NEWSLETTER NO. 1. SUMMER 1997 ]

*1’* The Mendenhall Cemetery Association, Inc.

The Association. On April 22, 1997, an organizational meeting was held at the Simpson County
Courthouse for the purpose of adopting articles and by-laws for the Mendenhall Cemetery

A§sociation, Inc. Without opposing vote, motions presented were carried. Next, a Board of
Directors was elected for terms indicated:

THREE YEARS TWO YEARS ONE YEAR
George Mangum, President Mary Nelle Cockrell, Secretary Charles Guynes
Patsy Munn, Vice-President John Coleman Bennie Sue May
Richard Rankin, Treasurer Clint Rotenberry Mike Ponder

Officers were chosen by the Directors during the initial executive session.

In the future, as terms expire, three members will be elected at the annual meeting to serve a

three-year term. The Board of Directors voted to meet on the fourth Tuesday of each month but

1o action has determined the exact month of the annual meeting for the association.

The Need for Upkeep. Most of you are probably aware that the condition of the cemetery has
deteriorated over time. The law prohibits use

of public funds for the up-keep of private property.
As a result, volunteers have responded to requests for meeting on several "work days" by bringing

their mowers or other equipment, cutting the grass and clearing limbs. This has improved the

appearance of the cemeteries to a degree. However, expecting the same people to continue a

volunteer service is not an acceptable permanent arrangement. Therefore, a charter was filed with
the State of Mississippi for the formation of a non-profit organization, i.e., a cemetery association,

having the principal activity of maintenance and improvement in two local cemeteries (Mendenbhall
and Womack) located within the existing city limits.

The Need for Financing. Obviously, the organization cannot function without money.
Expenditures in the range of $8,000 to $10,000 per year appear to be required for an effective
operation. A Perpetual Fund needs to be established so that interest from this fund can be
transferred to the Operating Fund as required to pay for annual maintenance and improvements as
well as chemicals, reproductions, stationery, stamps or other administrative costs. To accomplish
these goals, we need your help financially.

The Need For Your Participation: Contributions. Anyone who desires to share in the

responsibility of supporting the effort involved in assuring well-kept grounds for Mendenhall's
cemeteries may mail contributions to:

MENDENHALL CEMETERY ASSOCIATION, INC.
C/O RICHARD RANKIN, TREASURER
P. 0. BOX 838

MENDENHALL, MS 39114-0838
Make checks payable to: MENDENHALL CEMETERIES ASSOCIATION, INC.
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The Need For Your Participation: Contributions (continued). Recently the IRS granted the
Association a tax identification number to allow tax-exempt contributions of any size, but the
degree of generosity of your gifts will determine how soon a Perpetual Fund can be established.
A shortage of money could require the Directors to request a minimum annual remittance from all
members of the association. Besides involving risks of having insufficient money available every
year for labor costs, the Directors felt that mailing costs would escalate unreasonably unless
enough money to establish a Perpetual Fund approaching $100,000 or more becomes a reality.
Since less than $10,000 is now accumulated, the Directors anticipate opening a checking account
as an Operating Fund. The timing of an initial Perpetual Fund account depends on how much and
how rapidly additional money can be deposited in the checking account.

The Need For Your Participation: Contacts. Presently, the mailing list consists of
approximately three hundred addresses, but needs expansion to include any persons having family
members located in either cemetery. While this initial mailing was addressed by hand, as the list
expands we anticipate using computer-generated labels on future mail-outs. If you know
someone who failed to receive a copy of this letter, we request that you share this information
with them. Also, we need their current address which should be furnished to:

Ms. Mary Nelle Cockrell, Secretary
Mendenhall Cemetery Association, Inc.
201 N. Congress Street

Mendenhall, MS 39114

(601) 847-2243

The Need For Your Participation: Cooperation. Included in the by-laws, as approved by the
~ _membership, is a provision that all structures marking grave sites or reserved plots shall be at
ground level with the exception of the monument at the head of the grave. - This may require ~
considerable time and effort but once accomplished will effectively simplify the mowing process
and improve the appearance of the area. Your acceptance of any required modification for the

various lots is expected but certainly is appreciated.

Since this is an informational letter, the Directors encourage you to retain it as a reference for
contacting a board member. In closing, we urge you to forward your contributions in the largest
affordable amount and as promptly as possible.

Published by the Board of Directors of the Mendenhall Cemetery Association, Inc.
Post Office Box 838
Mendenhall, Mississippi 39114-0838
George Mangum, President Mary Nelle Cockrell, Secretary Bennie Sue May
Patsy Munn, Vice-President John Coleman Mike Ponder
Richard Rankin, Treasurer Charles Guynes Clint Rotenberry




