
 

 
 

 
Message from the President 
Greetings from the Mendenhall Cemeteries Association (MCA) and Board of 
Directors. 
I hope this newsletter finds you and yours in good health and looking forward 
to a more normal year 2021-2022. 
 
All our efforts at MCA are only possible through timely gifts from our member 
families and friends like You. 
 
As a reminder, finances of the MCA are divided into two categories:  

1. General Operating Budget provides for the day-to-day care of the 
Cemeteries 

2. Perpetual Care Budget is reserved to build principle to meet future 
needs 

 
Over the past year, MCA has made progress in many areas – here are a few 
key accomplishments: 

1. Plot/grave-site donation policy – developed donation policy that 
allows our member families to donate unused portions of their family 
plots to MCA for resale and gain potential tax benefits.  

2. Grave-site repair policy – avoid expensive costs to MCA by billing 
burial providers for untimely repair services to pre-settled grave sites. 

3. Section F drainage – remediation services on one of our most 
disturbing issues for the past few years – ongoing. 

4. Womack Cemetery Shrubbery – removed unsightly shrubbery through 
volunteer services to MCA. 

5. Budget Process – develop first formal budget process for MCA 2021-
2022. 

6. Reclaim southern border properties – ditching and brush-hogging 
efforts to extend our southern border with the county's properties – 
improve drainage and beautification – ongoing. 

7. Replace/upgrade signage – installed the year as planned. 
 
I am proud of these accomplishments and hope you see value in each one. 
 
As always, MCA needs your ongoing help and financial support.   
 
Please consider giving today! 
 
If you have questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact myself or 
any MCA board member.  

    Thanks! 
 

 David Heil Massey 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2020-2021 MCA BOARD  
President: 

  David H. Massey 
Vice-President: 

Jeff Scott   
Secretary:  

 Renee Williamson 
Treasurer:   

Miriam Hopkins 
Members:   

John Coleman 
Tommy Lee   

Betty Sue Mangum  
Mike Ponder 

Gaye Magee-Sullivan  
Cemetery Curator:  

 Allan Rankin 

HOW TO FIND US: 
WEBSITE: 
(includes Burial List): 
www.cityofmendenhall.com/

cemetery.htm 
 
EMAIL: 
mendenhallcemetery@gmail.

com 
 
FACEBOOK: 
Mendenhall City Cemetery 
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P.O. BOX 838 
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MCA ANNUAL MEETING 
Tuesday, July 20, 2021 

5:00 PM 
Family Life Center 

First Baptist Church-Mendenhall 
Zoom Meeting (online) 

 
To have the Zoom meeting link sent 
to you via email, please send your 

name and email address to: 
mendenhallcemetery@gmail.com 

 

Cemetery Yearly Reminders 
1. Check the cornerstones of your plots 

often.  West Cemetery does not require 
cornerstones.   Burial accuracy depends on 
cornerstone markers.   

2. Family members should have proof of 
ownership to schedule a funeral of loved 
ones to insure the accuracy of location. 
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Mendenhall Cemetery to Participate in  
Wreaths Across America Day on Saturday, December 18, 2021 

“Live Up to Their Legacy” WAA 2021 Theme 
Mendenhall City Cemetery will once again be joining in the effort to support the mission to Remember, Honor, Teach, as 
an official location for 2021.  This is the fourth year that the cemetery will participate in this national event. 
Wreaths Across America started as a simple gesture of thanks that has grown into a national movement of dedicated 
volunteers and communities coming together to not only remember the nation’s fallen and honor their service, but to 
teach the next generation about the sacrifices made for us to live freely.  This year, Mendenhall City Cemetery will be 
one of 2,500 participating locations placing wreaths on National Wreaths Across America Day – Saturday, Dec. 18, 
2021. 
The goal for Mendenhall Cemetery is to place 325 veterans’ wreaths on the headstones of all the local heroes laid to rest 
there, to ensure that the individuals who served to protect the freedoms of our country never be forgotten and to bring 
the community together in patriotic commemoration. 
Those interested in volunteering for Wreaths Across America, or sponsoring a wreath for Mendenhall City Cemetery, are 
invited to visit https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/MSMCCM to learn more.  National Wreaths Across America Day 
is a free, non-political, community event open to all people.  
Join us by sponsoring a veterans’ wreath for Mendenhall Cemetery, volunteering, or by attending our Wreaths Across 
America Day Ceremony on Saturday, December 18, 2021 at 10:00 AM at the cemetery’s flagpole.  Order forms for 
wreaths will be mailed in November; online ordering is available year-round.  If you have any questions, please 

contact Gaye Magee-Sullivan at 214-770-2957. 
 
Wreaths Across America is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization founded to continue and expand the annual wreath-laying ceremony 
at Arlington National Cemetery begun by Maine businessman Morrill Worcester in 1992. The organization’s mission – Remember, 
Honor, Teach – is carried out in part each year by coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies in December at Arlington, as well as at 
thousands of veterans’ cemeteries and other locations in all 50 states and beyond.   
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Donating to Mendenhall Cemeteries Assn., Inc. 
 

The Mendenhall Cemeteries Association, Inc. depends solely on donations from the community. We are a 501(C)13 Non-
Profit Organization, so your contribution is tax-deductible. The MCA has established a Perpetual Care Fund to raise 
money for the care and upkeep of this cemetery. Your love for those who are buried there is shown by the generous 
monetary donations we receive throughout the year.  We deeply appreciate your support. 
 
For certain individuals, one strategy for giving is through a Charitable IRA Rollover.  If you have turned 70 ½ years old, 
you are now eligible to make a gift from your retirement account.  You do not need to write a check.  As this gift is 
transferred directly from your IRA to MCA, the distribution is not counted as taxable income.  An IRA charitable rollover 
to MCA may be a solution that does not affect your day-to-day financial situation and lets you give in honor of your 
family and friends who are buried in the Mendenhall Cemetery. 
 
Please speak to your professional advisor to determine if this is the right solution for you.  If you need more information 
or would like to take advantage of this opportunity, please contact us at mendenhallcemetery@gmail.com. 

Donations by check can be mailed to: 
Mendenhall Cemetery Association, Inc. 

C/O Treasurer 
P.O. Box 838 

Mendenhall, MS 39114-0838 
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Curators report for operating   Year: July 2020-July2021 

As curator of Mendenhall Cemeteries I serve at the pleasure of President Massey and the Board of 
Directors and welcome any suggestions or over site provided. 

If any work or project other than regular maintenance is in view I will always discuss with President 
Massey before moving forward.  

We are blessed with a challenging and beautiful topography to maintain. The rolling hills and gradual 
slopes along with the occasional and bordering trees welcome the sun as it passed East to West casting 
shadows over resting places. 

The Mendenhall Cemeteries are more of a tribute recognizing the lives that were lived rather than the 
date of death. If the Scriptures teach us anything it is that our Great God and Savior Jesus Christ has 
always, is now, and forever will be able to bring life out of death. 

The apostle Paul reminds us in Philippians 1.21: “For me, living is Christ and dying is gain.”  
He moves on to verse 23 and states, “I desire to depart,” a euphemism for die, “And be with Christ.”  
What a day of rejoicing that will be! He did not say I desire to depart and be dead.  
So, our work and commitment is to honor the lives of those who lived and made such an everlasting 
investment in us.  
My work is divided: First to regular maintenance then to major projects. Both are delineated as follows.  

Regular maintenance: 

 Fire ant exterminating 

 Removal of windblown plastic flowers 

 Removal of fallen limbs 

 Removal of flower stands from new graves 

 Trimming of live branches extending over asphalt 

 Digging of cremation graves 

 Repair minor cave-ins of new graves 

 Help locate actual grave sites for new plot buyers 

 Assist with Wreaths Across America 

 Assist with flag placement and recovery of flags for Memorial Day 

 Removal of thistles in early spring – over 500 removed this past spring 

Major Projects: 

 New signage 

 2nd drainage ditch south of curators shed 

 Drainage of SW corner of section F 

 Headstone repair or repositioning of over 40 headstones 

Projects in the Offing: 

 Removal of sweetgum trees south of section C 

 Continued buildup of section F to the south for potential sale of lots 

 Removal of 3 piles of red dirt, one in the west, one in the south of F, one in south of A 


